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Y bor City is one of Tampa’s truly 

culturally significant neighbor-

hoods. From its founding by Vicente 

Martinez Ybor in 1886, it has evolved 

from the “Cigar Capital of the World” 

in 1900, through the construction of 

Tampa’s elevated interstate highway in 

the 1960s, and the entertainment revi-

talization in the 1990s.The District is 

once again poised to experience fur-

ther change as increased residential 

and mixed-use redevelopment increas-

es along its historic E. 7th Avenue cor-

ridor, as well as within other lesser-

recognized portions of the National 

Historic Landmark District (NHLD).  

L ocal developer Ariel Quintela de-

scribes the Ybor City area this 

way, “Ybor City is a work/live commu-

nity where there’s going to be every-

thing you need within one square mile. 

This historic neighborhood is unlike 

any other in the United States. It has 

legacy and so much history. It has so 

much style. It has so much character. 

And once you look at a building that’s 

130 years old, you just fall in love with 

it. Ybor City is just full of buildings 

that are little jewels that need renova-

tion. We are restoring all the buildings 

that fall into this category to get them 

to the way they were back in their hay 

day. We have our own architectural 

styles that we like to produce, especial-

ly on the new construction. And they 

all mimic that era of old Spain and old 

Cuba.”  

W hen people think of southern 

historic towns in the U.S. with 

rich history and trendy districts pep-

pered with art galleries, cafes, restau-

rants, shopping and protected architec-

ture, one might think about New Orle-

ans, Savanah, Austin or Charleston; 

however, Tampa’s Ybor City has re-

tained their authentic community while 

being surrounded by a three-billion-

dollar renovation plan in the Water 

Street project which will connect 

Sparkman Wharf, Riverwalk, Amelie 

arena, and the History Center. 
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