were wired back that way. Only
the ones at the City Center do we

. control.”

.- Bastian said he wondered if
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" Greg Kisela, newly hired city
manager in-waiting, apparently

is moving more than his family.

I:Ie’s looking for a place in town

L ea vl ULLLCLE MY @ Ve[l
omous snake while working
at the Reptile Discovery Cen-
ter near DeLand is striking
back by suing the business,

Abreu was at one time Bar-
den’s girlfriend, according to
a 2009 News-Journal story.
The story aiso described her
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tuted a hazard to employees
and members of the public uti-
lizing said cage.”

Abreu suffered “pain and

Forum set on
issues facing
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* NEW SMYRNA BEACH = An attor-
ney who represents the proprie-

tors of commercial projects now -
-in the city’s.pipeline is enthusi-

astic about adecision made to ex-
tend the suspension of some
impact fees for new construc-
tion. - \

. *“What it does is it sendsames- -
. sage that the city is-doing every-

thing they can to promote
economic development and the
creation of jobs,” said Glen

Storch; who is based in Daytona -

Beach. “And the reduction of im-
pact fees is one of the things that
tells .a job producer that the

- town, or the area, really wants to
have a partnership with them to

make this happen. v

City commissioners last week
voted to extend the suspension of,
both transportation and police -
and fire impact fees another year

for'all non-residential construc-

tion. To qualify for the waiver, a

building permit for.a- project
must be issued by Dec. 31. 2013,
and construction must be com-

‘pleted by Dec. 31. 2014.

The commission last voted to
institute the moratorium on
charges for-commercial building
in 2011 in an effort to spur eco-

_-homic development.

“The decision was made here

‘by the commission and the (Eco-

nomic Development Advisory
Board) that where we needed the

incentives was more the job cre- -

ation and the commercial side of
the house — not the residential

To qualify for the wai'ivér,‘a building permit for 2 project
niust be issued by Dec. 31. 2013, and consiruction must be
' - completed by Dec. 31. 2014,

side,” Brangaccio said. “New
Smyrna has done very well,
quite frankly, in terms of contin-
uing to issue single-family (resi-
dential) permits.”

According to a document from

the city, eight businesses re-
ceived waivers from impact fees
over the past two years. The big-

gest beneficiary was the Hamp-

ton Inn on Flagler Avenue,
which would have been eharged

'$83,089 1n transportation impact

fees and a combined $85,817 for

_both pblice and fire impact fees.

In total, the city has waived
$196,827 in transportation im-
pact fees and $164,818 in police
and fire fees during the past two
yedrs. : ‘

“What this also does is encour-
age construction faster than it
would normally take place,”
Storch-said. “What we're now
going to be seeing are some of

these projects that are in the
pipeline working harder to get -

done faster.”

As an example, Storch said the

continued suspension of fees
could speed up the building of
. the new Mullinax Ford dealer-
ship slated for the north side of
. State Road 44, east of Colony
Park and west of Jungle Road.
The aute dealer, which will be
moving from its current location
on U.8, 1, plans to build a
23,000-square-foot dealership

and 6,300-square-foot service sta- -

tion, Storch represented the Mul-
linax -brothers when the
Planning and Zoning Board ap-
proved a site plan for the project

in November and said.-construc--

tion could begin in the next 60
days. : .
“This decision will probably
help them to push this thing
along quicker,” Storch said.
- Brangaccio said the city has

nﬂugrnﬂ I‘\A n-d-unna‘-ﬁ:rvl-n-‘—n I e
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“more anecdotal information -
thah anything” on the influence
the initial decision to suspend
fees related to commercial con-

‘struction had on stimulating de-

velopment., - .

Vice-Mayor Jack Grasty said
the continued moratorium is
needed while the area is still in
the midst of an economic down-
turn., R

“We know eventually it will
come back and the impact fees
will be reinstated,” Grasty said.
‘*But during the meantime,
while we’re still on this down-
turn, people can still build and
save money here in New

Smyrna.”

richard.conn@newsjrul.com
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